CANADA’S FIRST
HOUSING
ADVOCATE
T H E I S S U E : W H AT ’ S AT S TA K E ?
It has been over a year since the Government of Canada made its historic commitment to the
progressive realization of the human right to housing via the National Housing Strategy Act
(NHSA). A key pillar of the NHSA is the creation of the role of the Federal Housing Advocate.
Canada will see the elimination of homelessness and a significant reduction in inadequate
housing if those who have borne the brunt of Canada’s housing crisis are able to exercise
their human right to housing through a strong Federal Housing Advocate.
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WHO DO WE NEED TO FILL THIS ROLE?
To drive forward and shape this critical human rights mechanism, Canada needs a candidate
with a strong understanding of what this role means and can accomplish. In order to
eliminate homelessness and significantly reduce inadequate housing through the NHSA, we
need a Housing Advocate who:
• Understands their role in the context of the NHSA’s
commitment to the right to housing. They need to be a
human rights expert who can provide authoritative opinions
and findings, based on evidence and relevant law, about how
this commitment is to be fulfilled.
• Can represent, and is preferably a member of, intersectional
communities that are affected by homelessness and
inadequate housing, with experience of engaging effectively
with those communities and advocating for their rights.
• Understands the human right to housing and systemic
inequality in housing, and comes from a related sector of
work.
• Sees themselves as a human rights defender and vocal
advocate. Their passionate, consistent, and human rightsbased advocacy will be essential in shaping this critical human
rights mechanism as outlined in the NHSA.
See the federal government’s full notice of recruitment
here, and please share it with your network! Deadline for
applications is December 30th, 2020.

LEARN MORE AT:
WWW.HOUSINGRIGHTS .CA

